
Sproul Ranch
54797 Hwy. 26  |  Mt. Vernon, Oregon 97865

Offered at 
$13,300,000

Crater Lake Realty, Inc. 
33550 Hwy. 97N.  Chiloquin, OR 97624

Home Office 
47295 Izee Paulina Lane, Canyon City, OR 97820

P R E M I E R  -  P R I VAT E 
Eastern Oregon 

Cattle-Hay-Hunting Ranch

43,000 Acres in Eastern Oregon’s Legendary John Day Valley 
Nestled in the heart of Grant County, the expansive Sproul Ranch spans 43,000 total acres, stretching an 

impressive 18 miles from north to south. For decades, this legacy property has been known for its exceptional 

cattle operation and prolific grass production, making it one of the premier working ranches in Eastern Oregon. 

Beyond its ranching heritage, Sproul Ranch is a sportsman’s paradise, home to thriving populations of trophy 

elk, large mule deer bucks, and a wide range of other game species. The property is rich in natural resources, 

featuring miles of live water creeks, 1.2 miles of John Day River frontage, and 519 acres of water rights for 

irrigation, supporting both wildlife and agricultural needs.

Set in a region steeped in the traditions of ranching, timber, and world-class hunting, the Sproul Ranch is a rare 

opportunity to own a piece of Oregon history. Conveniently accessed via Highways 26 and 395, the ranch is 

located just 140 miles from Bend, OR and 195 miles from Boise, ID offering both seclusion and accessibility.

M.T. Anderson, Broker

mtanderson@craterlakerealtyinc.com 

Crater Lake Realty, Inc. 541 783 2759 
cell 541 377 0030  home office 541 477 3816

-  43,000 total acres

-  11,391.48 deeded acres

-  16 miles of live water creeks

-  3 USFS grazing allotments 

-  Mature stands of merchantable timber

-  1.2 miles of John Day river frontage

-  519 acres of historic water rights



General Sproul Ranch | in Oregon’s Legendary John Day Valley

The Sproul Ranch is a testament to a love for the land, a 
passion for livestock and a vision of a horseback cow outfit. 
The ranch was slowly and masterfully built decades ago. 

The CS brand that is still used today on the ranch’s cattle was registered in Oregon to R.E. 

Sproul in 1941. For 84 years the CS brand has been synonymous with quality cattle, stout, 

mountain fat calves, and a ranch operation rich in production. In 2025 nothing has changed 

except the cowherd is even better due to genetic improvement with the selection of high 

quality registered Angus and Hereford bulls. It’s quite a sight to see hundreds of CS branded 

cows strung out trailing home in the fall from the mountains with big calves following along.

The Sproul Ranch is a legacy ranch that is rich in history and loaded with renewable natural 

resources. The ranch has timber, grass, lots of water and offers incredible trophy hunting.  

Each fall as the leaves fall from the aspen trees, hunters are amazed at the trophy animals 

the ranch produces. The Sproul Ranch truly is a masterpiece that has everything a well 

balanced western ranch should have.
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Property Map

Click here to view Land ID interactive map.

11 ,391.48 DEEDED ACRES

https://id.land/ranching/maps/023095b3ea7ec05372f1bb89c655271e/share


16 miles of live-
water creeks 

Water is the lifeblood 
of ranches in Eastern 
Oregon, and the Sproul 
Ranch is loaded with it.

The ranch boasts 16 miles of 

live water creeks, 50 + springs, 

many of which are developed 

with troughs or ponds, and the 

crown jewel, 1.2 miles of John Day 

River frontage. The water not 

only supplements livestock, but 

wildlife as well. The ranch holds 

over 519 acres of primary water 

rights and an additional 301 acres 

of supplemental water rights. The 

water rights are exceptional on 

the ranch as they date back to 

1865! All irrigation water is free 

water. The majority of it flows 

out of mountain creeks and is 

diverted into ditches to be spread 

across the meadows. No pumps, 

no expensive maintenance, and 

no power bills make the irrigation 

very simple and productive.
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1.2 MILES OF JOHN DAY RIVER FRONTAGEWater



The longest 
undammed river 
in Oregon 

River runs through it

If you ever wanted to own a ranch 

that has your own river flowing 

through it, the Sproul Ranch is it! 

The John Day River is the longest 

undammed river in Oregon and 

the fourth longest in the U.S. The 

river not only provides irrigation 

water for the meadows, but it 

also provides some incredible 

recreational opportunities for 

the ranch. From swimming in the 

summer to steelhead fishing in 

the fall, the river provides it all. 

The Sproul Ranch has 1.2 miles 

of the John Day River running 

through it, complete with a small 

sandy beach and many other 

gravel bars that make access 

easy, safe and enjoyable.
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RECREATION ABOUNDSJohn Day River
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MOUNTAIN MEADOWS / TIMBER / SAGEBRUSH & JUNIPERTopography

Boasting a 
range of climate 
zones 

With a striking variety of 
terrain, the Sproul Ranch 
offers a rich and dynamic 
topography that supports 
both productive cattle 
operations and thriving 
wildlife habitats.

The Sproul Ranch spans an 

impressive 3,200 feet of elevation 

change, creating a range of 

distinct climate zones and diverse 

habitats. At the upper elevations, 

you’ll find lush mountain meadows 

blanketed with wildflowers, 

interspersed with timber and 

mature aspen groves. As the 

landscape transitions downward, 

it gives way to expansive 

stands of bitterbrush, mountain 

mahogany, juniper, and additional 

aspen pockets. The lower portions 

of the ranch feature classic high-

desert vegetation—bunchgrass, 

sagebrush, and juniper—accented 

by scattered timber stands tucked 

into the draws. Nestled in the 

heart of Oregon’s Blue Mountains, 

the Sproul Ranch is a landscape of 

exceptional beauty and ecological 

variety—one that must be 

experienced firsthand to be fully 

appreciated.



Sproul Ranch Offered by M.T. Anderson, Crater Lake Realty Inc.
mtanderson@createrlakerealtyinc.com  |  541 377 0030  |  craterlakerealty.com

Cattle OPERATION HOLDS THREE USFS GRAZING ALLOTMENTS

A true ‘Old West’ 
cattle operation 

Cattle have been the backbone of 

the Sproul Ranch for over 80 years. 

It remains a rare example of a true 

“old west” cattle operation—still 

running much as it did over a half 

a century ago. Today, the ranch 

supports over 500 mother cows, 

100 yearlings, 50+ bulls, and a 

string of saddle horses.

The operation holds three USFS 

grazing allotments—Mt. Vernon, 

Beech/Timber (on/off), and 

Beech/Grouse (on/off)—totaling 

over 31,000 acres and 1,690 

AUMs, with grazing seasons 

ranging from May 15 to November 

30. With strategic private 

inholdings and a 160-acre State 

of Oregon lease (32 AUMs), the 

ranch offers exceptional flexibility 

in grazing management.

Cattle can graze the full 18-mile 

stretch from headquarters in Mt. 

Vernon to the northern holdings 

in Fox Valley—all on private 

or leased USFS ground. Well-

placed sets of corrals throughout 

the property support efficient 

weaning, sorting, and hauling. The 

headquarters features functional 

corrals, barns, a vet room, and 

a backgrounding yard where 

hundreds of calves are typically 

fed post-weaning.
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Mt. Vernon Allotment
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MT. VERNON

BIRCH CREEK

BELSHAW CREEK BELSHAW
RIPARIAN

BEAR CREEK

BELSHAW
MEADOWS

COHOE

0 1 20.5 Miles/

Mt Vernon Allotment

Ownership GIS_ACRES
Private Land 3,457.62
U.S. Forest Service 1.47
U.S. Forest Service 27,588.15
State Agency 0.33

Allotment
Pasture
Bureau of Land Management

Private Land
State Agency
U.S. Forest Service

Undetermined

319 COWS  |  SEASON OF USE – 6/11-10/5
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Timber, Grass, & Conservation DOUGLAS FIR, PINE & WESTERN LARCH

Thousands 
of acres of 
productive 
timber 

The ranch has 
aggressively implemented 
conservation management 
strategies over the last 
three decades.

Extensive forest management 

has shaped a healthier, more 

fire-resilient landscape across the 

Sproul Ranch. Thousands of acres 

have been selectively logged and 

thinned, while ongoing juniper 

removal and targeted spraying 

of invasive annual grasses have 

allowed native bunchgrasses to 

reestablish and thrive. The ranch 

still holds thousands of acres of 

productive timber, with a diverse 

mix of species including Douglas 

Fir, Western Larch (Tamarack), 

Ponderosa Pine, and Lodgepole 

Pine. The grasslands are equally 

impressive, supporting a rich 

variety of desirable species such 

as Idaho Fescue, June Grass, 

Bluebunch Wheatgrass, and 

Intermediate Wheatgrass. This 

strong forage base, combined 

with abundant water, creates ideal 

conditions for both livestock 

and wildlife.
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Hunting CURRENTLY QUALIFIES FOR 6 LANDOWNER PREFERENCE TAGS

Grant County, Oregon is 
renowned for world-class 
hunting, consistently 
producing record-book 
animals.

The Sproul Ranch is no 

exception—its expansive private 

holdings, abundant water, and 

diverse habitat support thriving 

populations of elk, mule deer, 

whitetail, antelope, turkey, chukar, 

black bear, cougar, and bobcat.

The ranch spans two prized 

big game management units: 

Murderers Creek and Northside. 

It currently qualifies for 6 

Landowner Preference (LOP) 

tags each for elk and deer, with 

potential to increase that number 

under new ownership. With a 

strong history of producing 

trophy-class animals, the Sproul 

Ranch offers outstanding hunting 

opportunities. While it has been 

leased to an outfitter in the 

past, there is no current hunting 

lease—allowing a new owner to 

fully enjoy the property’s 

sporting potential.
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Big Game Hunting - Elk

A reputation for 
trophy bull elk. 

The ranch has absolutely 

incredible elk hunting. Elk herds 

in the middle part of the ranch 

and in Fox Valley can easily 

reach a population of 500+ elk. 

Although herds this big aren’t 

always the case, they are seen 

annually in the fall. The ranch has 

a lengthy history of producing 

mature bulls and damage tags 

are readily available for cow 

elk yearly. The ranch sits in 

the coveted Murderers Creek 

and Northside hunting units 

and currently qualifies for 6 

landowner preference elk tags. 
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Big Game Hunting - Deer

Mule and whitetail deer.

The deer hunting is lights out 

good on the ranch! The ranch 

has big mule deer bucks and in 

recent years has developed some 

nice whitetails as well. There is a 

long history in Grant County for 

big muleys and the Sproul Ranch 

has more than their fair share of 

them. The diverse habitat creates 

a mule deer mecca on the ranch. 

Dense stands of bitterbrush along 

with sage and juniper create 

favorable conditions for big 

bucks. When you couple that with 

the fact that they are left alone 

and not pressured it gives them 

the chance to get big and not 

leave the property. Mature bucks 

have been harvested on every 

part of the ranch with the middle 

and southern sections producing 

the biggest bucks traditionally. 

The ranch sits in the Murderers 

Creek and Northside hunting 

units and currently qualifies for 6 

landowner preference deer tags.
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Big Game Hunting - Deer
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Fishing SMALLMOUTH BASS, TROUT, STEELHEAD & CATFISH

The ranch offers a huge 
diversity in fishing 
opportunities.

The John Day River is 

renowned for it’s smallmouth 

bass fishing but it offers other 

species as well. If you like to fly 

fish, the ranch has nice gravel 

bars you can cast from and 

nail the smallmouth. There are 

steelhead runs annually in the 

river and trout are present all 

throughout the John Day River. 

When you move to the middle 

part of the ranch it is traversed 

by Beech Creek which holds 

brook trout and many deep 

shaded pools the bigger fish 

hang out in. On the North end 

of the ranch in Fox Valley, there 

is a pond that has catfish in it 

that are fun and easy to catch.  

You literally can spend all day 

fishing on the ranch and catch 

a huge variety of species.
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Improvements MULTIPLE HOMES, BARNS, CORRALS & OUTBUILDINGS

The Sproul Ranch is well-

equipped with multiple 

homes, barns, corrals, and 

outbuildings—all thoughtfully 

designed for functionality and 

day-to-day ranch operations. 

The headquarters in Mount 

Vernon includes two traditional 

ranch houses, each with three 

bedrooms, historically used for 

employee housing. Supporting 

infrastructure includes three large 

barns: a calving barn, a horse 

barn used daily by the ranch 

hands, and a general storage 

barn. Additional improvements 

at the headquarters include a 

machine shed, a concrete-floored 

shop, and various smaller storage 

buildings and outbuildings.

The ranch also features numerous 

sets of corrals, with the main 

working corrals and feedlot 

located at the Mount Vernon 

headquarters, providing efficient 

handling and management of 

livestock across the operation.
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Improvements MULTIPLE HOMES, BARNS, CORRALS & OUTBUILDINGS
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Improvements MULTIPLE HOMES, BARNS, CORRALS & OUTBUILDINGS



A Rare Legacy Ranch Offering in the 
Heart of Eastern Oregon

Legacy ranches like the Sproul Ranch rarely come to market. Carefully 

assembled over the past 80 years, this remarkable 43,000-acre operation 

combines vast timber holdings, miles of river and creek frontage, and a scale 

of land that’s simply extraordinary. The ranch offers unmatched efficiency in 

cattle production and world-class hunting opportunities for trophy mule deer 

and mature bull elk—making it one of the most impressive properties in Grant 

County, Oregon. The Sproul Ranch is a rare opportunity that must be seen to 

be truly appreciated.
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Summary

Click here to view the Sproul Ranch listing video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gy2msJvJTjM



